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Orient to a brief recognition of the notable
women who are playing an equally important
part in this process of regeneration of the East.

No woman stands out in bolder and more
remarkable contrast to her environment, and
none has advanced farther beyond the hampering
and enslaving conditions of her early life than
has that remarkable woman, Pandita Ramabai.
On a summer evening years ago the writer left
the train at Khedgaon, forty miles south of
Poona, and crossed the level land, parched with
famine, to the hundred acres of Ramabai's great
school, where the desert had been made to
blossom as the rose. The great quadrangle of
stone buildings and the beautiful church stand
as a lasting monument to the faith of this wonder-
ful Indian woman. In the evening as we sat
upon the earthen floor and partook with her of
the simple Indian meal of curry and rice, of coarse
native bread and milk, and the next Sunday
afternoon as we heard from her own lips the long
story of her life, we were more deeply impressed
than ever by this gentle woman. Alone she had
passed out of the bondage of idolatry and super-
stition, had waged bold and incessant warfare
against the wrongs of child-wives and widows, of
orphans, famine sufferers, temple children, slaves
of caste and wronged womanhood.

Her   father,   Ananta   Shastri,   a   Brahmin